
Name _______________________________Date __________________ Hour ____ 
 

Astronomy #3 - Planetary Comparisons  
                                   ALTERNATE 
Use the Solar System Data Chart to answer the questions below.  

1. Rank the 8 planets from the the LARGEST to the SMALLEST mass. 
 
      _______, _______, _______, _______, _______, _______, _______, ________  
 
    2. What do the planets with the SMALLEST mass have in common with each other? ________ 
       ________________________________________________________________ 
 
    3.  What are the four LEAST DENSE planets in our solar system? ___________, _________ 
        _________________ and ______________. 
 
    4.  Are the LEAST dense planets the Inner or Outer Planets? _______________________ 
  
    5. Earth’s twin is Venus, what is a characteristic in which they are NOT similar. ____________  
 
    6. What planet has the SHORTEST period of revolution? ___________________ What explanation  
       can you give for this? __________________________________________ 
 
    7.  Which planet in our solar system has the SLOWEST period of rotation? ______________ 
 
 
    8. What body in our solar system is the smallest? _________________ What data did you use  
      to determine this? ____________________________________________________ 


